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RDRWA GENERAL MEETING – PRESENTATIONS – QUESTIONS & ANSWERS 

Presenter: Dug Major – IWMP Feedback on first set of Public Consultation Workshops 

Q: Are we not just rehashing information previously obtained from the 1999 Red Deer Corridor IMP? 

A: That document is still used for advising, but it is limited to a couple of miles either side of the Red 

Deer River. It sets the framework for the whole Watershed and that is the difference between that and 

our IWMP, which will cover the entire Watershed. 

Q: Do we have access to the TOR’s? 

A: Yes, they are on the RDRWA Website. 

Q: Is everyone that was involved in participating in the workshops, being advised of the findings? 

A: Today is the first phase of the feedback. The presentations will be on the RDRWA Website.  

 

Presenter: Dave Bartesko – Update on the Land Use Framework 

Dave told everyone at the meeting that if anyone needs further information, please ask him and he will 

give them his contact details. luf@gov.ab.ca or www.landuse.alberta.ca 

Q: All I can see is sacrificing property rights, freedom and resources, and GOA want to rule over 

anyone that is in the way? 

A: Over the last 35 years GOA have been balancing all the issues that you are worried about. 

Q: In your presentation Section 11 indicates that the plan can extinguish certain rights, such as 

agricultural and water licenses and that there will be no compensation and we cannot challenge this.  

Are GOA not creating a dictatorship in the province? 

 

A: Section 11 states that if we collectively agree through consultation, then it has and will happen. 

Q: Is the Conservation & Stewardship Paper authorized in the secretariat or is there other input? 

A: We are working with stakeholder groups and will consult with them 2 or 3 times. 

Q: BRBC have finished the study on cumulative impacts and there is a huge concern. The results show 

that we are short on groundwater, hydrologic recharge is deteriorating. There is an incredible urgency 

mailto:luf@gov.ab.ca
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to manage the ways of using our land. We are deforesting the foothills and we cannot absorb the 

shock.  There is a diminishing flow of water every day and action is needed ASAP? 

A: The Priority is Watershed Protection.  The RAC and a planning team will be requested to come down 

to the region to see the effects you are talking about. 

Q: What are the regional thresholds, and how and when are they determined? 

A: They are in development right now and will be in the envisioning document for the Lower Athabasca 

in June/July this year (2010).  They are determined by mandated groups. Alberta Environment have the 

lead role and they work with watershed groups for input. 

ACTION: Dave Bartesko will work with Beverly Anderson to provide more information. 

Q: 20% of the Boreal Forest is to be conserved, what does this mean? 

A: It may mean an increase in parks, areas need to be identified first and they will be dependent on the 

tolls, i.e. hunting, fishing, parks etc. If you have any thoughts/ideas as to how areas can be conserved 

and which areas, please let me know your thoughts. 

Q: SSRB – How is the RDRWA being included in the discussions? 

A: I am putting forward to involve the RDRWA, we are already working with RDRMUG.  If you want a 

meeting with your board of directors or workshops, we can certainly set these up. 

Q: Historic Oil/Gas wells. There are 1000’s of them within the Red Deer River Watershed.  They are 

drilled and abandoned.  What is being done to see if they are leaking into Aquifers and is there any 

monitoring on these wells? Is it in the scope of the LUF to monitor leakage of salt water from wells 

into the Aquifer? 

A: Not sure on the monitoring. Aerial monitoring may be capable of doing this. I will pass this question 

onto my contacts in ERCB and AENV.  If there are particular areas of concern please let me know. 

Q: Manmade Water Storage: What level of discussion has there been in circumstances of low flow, 

and is this being addressed? 

A: This is in the South Saskatchewan Plan and will be in the Red Deer Plan.  Water allocation is separate. 

Q: How is today’s agricultural production to keep up & how are Agricultural development rights being 

protected? 

A: A paper is being developed on this subject.  The overall growth of the Province needs to look at the 

overall picture and the rights of the landowners. 

Q: How is the designation of the location of the secretariat and members agreed, i.e. the lead Minister 

is the stewardship Treasury Board Minister? 



A: The Secretariat is associated with SRD.  However it could be aligned with another Minister at any time 

depending on changes in government. 

Q: Have areas been identified for conservation, I suggest that all riparian areas universally be 

conserved in all regions. Have riparian areas been taken into consideration for conservation? 

A: Yes 

 There has to be fair compensation for Riparian areas, they cannot go cheap! 

Q: Is there a structure for Compensation? 

A: There is a structure being developed for compensation. 

 

Presenter: Dr. Cathy Ryan: Rivers & Alluvial Aquifers: Making the Connections 

http//water.usgs.gov/pubs/circ/circ1139 

Statement: 72% - 73% of Albertans drink River Water. 

Q: What flow is required to flow through an Alluvial Aquifer to clean up contamination? 

A: I am not sure, it is dependent on various factors. 

Q: Are there maps showing all Alluvial Aquifers that are used for Land Use Frameworks to show their 

importance. Gravel extraction is damaging aquifers, there is disruption of groundwater – surface 

water interaction. What will they be filled with? 

A: The whole Aquifer should be included when looking at Land Use, as they are crucially important. 

Q: Should we be considering land use on the Aquifers and the importance on them. They are a poor 

place to consider putting a large multi user sub division? 

A: They are as good a risk as any other downstream risk. 

Q: Pre-glacial ancient river systems: Do we have a mapping system in Alberta for these? If we 

introduce pathogens, how do we know where they are? 

A: Some are mapped but not all. They do show up on seismic surveys carried out by Oil/Gas companies. 

The only clues as to where such pathogens are, is through research. 

Q: It used to be said that Calgary had the best water in the World.  Is that still so? 

A: There are hardly any pathogens in the water.  Calgary has outstanding waste water treatment plants 

and a great water supply. 

 



Presenter: Kevin France – Range Management: Principles, Practices and Tools to Maintain Healthy 

Watersheds. 

Q: How did Kentucky Blue Grass get started? 

A: A lot has been introduced by Bird Seed. 

 

All presentations were very good and Tom Daniels thanked all the presenters for coming to the General 

Meeting, and proving us with some good information. 

He said that the IWMP will only be a successful document with good input from all stakeholders. 

Tom also reminded the members that if they had any proposed amendments to the By-laws, please 

submit them to the RDRWA office either by phone 403-340-7379 or by email info@rdrwa.ca 

Speakers:  

Dr. Cathy Ryan – University of Calgary;    

 Kevin France – Alberta Sustainable Resource Development. 

Dave Bartesko – Land Use Secretariat, Alberta Sustainable Resource Development 
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