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Inside this issue: 

The Red Deer River Watershed Alliance Gen-

eral Meeting was held April 20th this year in 

Trochu. RDRWA Chair, Tom Daniels started 

the meeting by welcoming everyone to Trochu 

and thanking the Town of Trochu and Kneehill 

County. Chris Reeds, from the Town of Trochu 

and Bobby Painter, from Kneehill County also 

welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

Attendance was great with 70 people showing 

up for the RDRWA General meeting. Many 

presentations were held along with a question 

& answer period. 

Presentations were as follows: 

Dug Major - Integrated Watershed Manage-

ment Plan Feedback on first set of public Con-

sultation Workshops. 

Dave Bartesko, Land Use Secretariat of Alberta 

Suistainable Resource Development - Update 

on the Land Use Framework. 

Dr. Cathy Ryan, University of Calgary - Rivers 

& Alluvial Aquifers: Making the Connections 

Kevin France, Alberta Sustainable Resource 

Development - Range Management: Principles, 

Practices and Tools to Maintain Healthy Water-

sheds.  

All presentations were well done and provided 

some great information. Tom Daniels wrapped 

up the meeting by thanking all attendees and 

speakers for coming to the General Meeting 

and reminded members of the RDRWA AGM 

date of June 24th at North Hill Inn in Red Deer. 

 

What Can You Do?  
 

¶ use a broom & dustpan to 

clean your sidewalk and 

driveway, instead of hosing 

debris down the storm drain 

¶ Limit the use of fertilizers and 

pesticides on your lawn that 

can be carried away by rain-

water 

¶ Wash your vehicle at a car 

wash, not in your driveway, 

to keep soapy water and dirt 

out of the storm drains 

¶ Always pick up pet waste 

Courtesy of ALIDP 
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Monday May 10th and Tuesday May 11th I had the pleasure of joining sev-

eral Grade Nine Science students from Hunting Hills High School and staff 

from Riverwatch on a day filled with fun and learning. 

Both days started off with the students, supervisors and Riverwatch staff 

meeting at McKenzie Trails Boat Ramp. Riverwatch staff began the day with 

brief introductions and safety procedures after everyone was divided up 

among 5 rafts, suited with rubber boots and personal floatation devices. 

Equipped with PFDõs, the knowledge on rafting and boots to ensure our feet 

didnõt get wet, each group lifted their raft down to the river and jumped in; 

into the raft that is! Once paddling along the river the Riverwatch guide 

asked the students to rate the Red Deer River. On a scale from one to five, 

one being pristine and five being absolutely disgusting, most of the kids 

chose either a 2 or 3. On our way to our first stop, guides discussed what 

kind of factors made the river clean or dirty. 

Our first stop was along an island on river right to do some Science experi-

ments. Tests were done for pH, dissolved oxygen, ammonia Nitrate, phos-

phorus, temperate and water invertebrates. After all tests were completed 

and supplies put away, numbers were recorded and our Riverwatch Guide 

talked us through the results. These tests confirmed the ratings of our river 

being fairly clean. 

Back on the river Riverwatch guides pointed out various aspects along the 

river such as floodplains, wildlife, plants, rock & soil stratification and ero-

sion as we paddled to our lunch destination. 

Lunch began on the lawn of the City of Red Deer Wastewater Treatment 

Plant, not exactly the ideal place to eat most people would think. I am sure 

that the employees passing us by thought we were lost or at least confused 

as to where we were. Once the students were finished eating and began to 

get restless, our tour got underway. 

Our Wastewater Treatment Plant guide took us through the processes of 

the plant while we walked around the grounds for just over an hour. Many 

of the processes such as the influent, clarifiers, UV disinfection and the di-

gesters were described. While on our tour we had the excitement of seeing 

an Ospreyõs nest located on a large power pole as the mother circled the 

grounds. What a beautiful addition to our tour. 

Paddles in hand, feet safely inside the raft and all kids (including myself) ac-

counted for we started off for destination number 3, downstream of the 

WWTP. Just around the river bend, stop number 3 was on river left, a nice 

spot where we could do science experiments for the second time. On the 

way to stop number three, Hunting Hills High School students were asked 

what kind of changes would take place in the river downstream of the 

Wastewater 

Treatment Plant 

effluent. Most 

kids predicted a 

pH level of a 

more acidic 

nature and 

higher nutrient 

levels. As the 

students started 

their tests and 

results came in, 

they were 

shocked to see 

a very small difference than from test site number 1. This meant that the 

Wastewater Treatment Plant was sure doing a good job! As we continued 

to our final destination we spotted four pelicans calmly floating down the 

river, what a great way to end a day of rafting. 

May 14th marked the first school presentation for the RDRWA Intern, that 

being me! I had the pleasure of making a presentation to the Grade 5 Mary-

view Science students on the RDRWA, our watershed and wetlands. I will 

admit there 

were some 

improve-

ments that 

needed to be 

made to the 

presentation 

but overall it 

went great! 

The students 

were actively 

partaking in 

questions 

asked and 

activities 

provided. 

I offered a short power point presentation briefing what the RDRWA does, 

who we are, what our mission and values are and what my role was. An 

overview of the Red Deer River watershed was also presented along with 

what a wetland was and the 5 basic types of wetlands. I also provided the 

students with a short video from Hinterland Whoõs Who called Wetland 

Wonderland (http://tv.hww.ca/video/watch/4). This was a great addition to 

the presentation as it offered a visualization of wetlands to the students. 

After my presentation, Tracey and I handed out an activity for the students 

to complete. Students were divided into groups to complete the Cycle of 

Life matching game. It consisted of various wetland invertebrates, amphibi-

ans & mammal pictures that were to be matched with a description. We 

offered prizes to the first group finished correctly. 

As a wrap up students asked questions and we gave away some great educa-

tional materials to assist the students in their upcoming Wetlands unit. It 

was great to have such success with my first presentation and Maryview has 

already asked me to come back for a second time! 
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Wetlands at Maryview School  
 

Amy Schick, Summer Environmental Awareness Intern 

Rafting Down Red Deer River  
 

Amy Schick, Summer Environmental Awareness Intern 

Maryview School Enviro Fair �³ April 2010  

http://tv.hww.ca/video/watch/4

